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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 14 
January 2009 has been entered. 

2. The examiner acknowledges applicant's amendments to claims 1 and 3-10 and 
the cancellation of claim 2. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1 and 3-10 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. In regards to all the claims, it is suggested that the reference characters 
be removed from the claims. 

b. In regards to claims 1 , 4-7, 9, and 1 0, each instance of the phrase "the 
operating lever" should be changed to "the at least one operating lever" in 
accordance with line 3 of claim 1 . 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1, 4-6, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Fukumoto (US-5020838). 

6. In regards to claim 1 , Fukumoto discloses a vehicle door latch having a locking 
mechanism 2, 90, at least one operating lever 3 for the locking mechanism, and a motor 
drive 5, 7, 70, 71 containing a drive disk 5 with a front-sided cam 53 and a rear-sided 
element 6 limiting the angle of rotation (Col. 1, lines 57-60), and an electric motor 7 for 
causing rotation of the drive disk in an actuation direction C1 and in a reverse direction 
(Col. 3, lines 28-36), with the rotations being limited by the element limiting the angle of 
rotation (apparent from Figure 2), wherein the motor drive opens the locking mechanism 
soley via contact of the cam with the at least one operating lever (apparent that the cam 
is the only component that directly acts upon the at least one operating lever to open 
the locking mechanism, Col. 3, lines 6-27). 

7. In regards to claims 4 and 5, Fukumoto discloses that the operating lever 
contains at least two arms, specifically three, an operating arm (arm portion near 
reference character 32, Figure 1), an actuation arm (arm portion near reference 
character 31, Figure 1), and an additional opening arm (arm portion connected to lever 
98, Figure 1). 

8. In regards to claim 6, Fukumoto discloses that the operating arm is acted upon 
by the drive while the actuation arm acts upon the locking mechanism (engagement 
shown in Figure 1 and Col. 3, lines 6-27). 
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9. In regards to claim 9, Fukumoto discloses that the operating lever pivotally 
engages a pawl 2 of the locking mechanism to open the locking mechanism and then 
the motor drive is acted upon in reverse direction until the pawl, held previously by the 
operating lever, is released (Col. 3, lines 6-42 and direction C2). 

10. Claims 1 and 3-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Szablewski (US-6435573). 

11. In regards to claim 1 , Szablewski discloses a vehicle door latch (Figure 1 ) 
having a locking mechanism 10, 20, at least one operating lever 30, 40 for the locking 
mechanism, and a motor drive 50, 51 , 52, 53, 59 containing a drive disk 53 with a front- 
sided cam 51 and a rear-sided element 59 limiting the angle of rotation (apparent from 
Figures 1-6), and an electric motor 50 for causing rotation of the drive disk in an 
actuation direction 56 and in a reverse direction 56' (Col. 8, lines 43-55), with the 
rotations being limited by the element limiting the angle of rotation (apparent from 
Figures 1-6), wherein the motor drive opens the locking mechanism soley via contact of 
the cam with the at least one operating lever (apparent that the cam is the only 
component that directly acts upon the at least one operating lever to open the locking 
mechanism, Figures 1-6). 

12. In regards to claim 3, Szablewski discloses that the element limiting the angle 
of rotation cooperates with a stationary stop 58 and limits the movement of the rotation 
of the motor drive to the actuation and reversing direction (apparent from Figures 1-9). 
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13. In regards to claims 4 and 5, Szablewski discloses that the operating lever 
contains at least two arms, specifically three, an operating arm 40, an actuation arm 31 , 
and an additional opening arm 32. 

14. In regards to claim 6, Szablewski discloses that the operating arm is acted upon 
by the drive (apparent from Figures 1-6) while the actuation arm acts upon the locking 
mechanism (Figure 1). 

1 5. In regards to claim 7, Szablewski discloses that the motor drive acts upon the 
operating lever in its actuating direction for opening the locking mechanism until the 
element limiting the angle of rotation rests against the stop in an opening position 
(apparent from Figures 1-6). 

16. In regards to claim 8, Szablewski discloses that opening position is maintained 
until the locking mechanism has been reliably opened (apparent from Figures 1-6). 

17. In regards to claim 9, Fukumoto discloses that the operating lever pivotally 
engages a pawl 20 of the locking mechanism to open the locking mechanism and then 
the motor drive is acted upon in reverse direction until the pawl, held previously by the 
operating lever, is released (apparent from Figure 4). 

18. In regards to claim 10, Szablewski discloses that when the drive disk is in an 
opening position (Figure 6), a counterforce generated by a spring 28 on the at least one 
operating lever, runs radially through the cam in the direction of a rotation axis 
(apparent axis through disk 53, Figure 1) without providing a lateral force running in the 
actuation direction or in the reverse direction on the drive disk (apparent from the 
position of the spring, Figure 6). 
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Response to Arguments 

1 9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 3-1 0 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

20. In regards to applicant's remarks concerning the Fukumoto reference, it is clear 
that the motor disclosed by Fukumoto is reversible, as discussed in Col. 3, lines 28-36, 
and it is also clear that the cam is the only component directly acting upon the locking 
mechanism by its direct contact with the at least one operating lever, apparent from 
Figure 3. Furthermore, in regards to applicant's remarks in Section IV, applicant argues 
that Fukumoto does not show "any rotating cam at all," however, the claim language 
recites that the drive disk is rotated. There is no recitation of the rotation of the cam on 
its own, i.e. having its own rotational axis separate from the axis of the drive disk. 

21 . The examiner appreciates applicant's amendments to claim 1 2 and applicant's 
remarks concerning claim 12, and therefore, the rejection of claim 12 under 35 U.S.C. 
112, second paragraph, set forth in the previous office action is withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALYSON M. MERLINO whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2219. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 
7:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on (571) 272-6856. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

AM 

March 27, 2009 



/Carlos Lugo/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3673 



